Reverend Lillian Elaine Simmons
June 18, 1928 - December 6, 2010

Reverend Lillian Elaine Simmons, 82 of Salem died Monday, December 6, 2010 at home
after a courageous battle with cancer. She was born June 18, 1928 in Shinnston a
daughter of the late Leo Glen and Helen Agnes Davis Fortney. On June 18, 1962 she
married Reverend H.O. Simmons who preceded her in death on April 9, 1973.
She is survived by a brother, Sidney Fortney, Terra Alta, sister-in-law, Juanita Fortney,
Fairmont, three nieces, Shirley (Doug) Bucher, Reader, Sally (John) Purnell, Parsons,
Anita(Tom) Nuzum, Fairmont, one niece-in-law, Sandy (Paul) Fortney, Reader, and several
great nieces and nephews, along with her cat, Daisy Mae.
She was also preceded in death by two brothers, Franklin Paul and Jesse Glen Fortney
and one nephew, Paul Raymond Fortney.

As a child she attended the Wesley Chapel at Prospect Valley. At the beginning of her
ministry she served the Willow Tree Baptist Church in the Fairmont Association. After her
husband, a Baptist minister, retired, she became the pastor of the Mt. Olive Baptist Church
in Salem, where she served for 25 years. She was a member of the Enon Baptist Church.
She was the recipient of many awards, including the Ward W. Hibbs Ministerial Award for
1987 presented by Alderson Broaddus College. This award is given to a pastor who has
outstanding contributions to the strengthening of this ministry and who is supportive of the
full appropriate training for pastor skills. She also received the American Baptist Certificate
of Continuing Education at the Alderson Broaddus College, was ordained into the ministry
October 24, 1971, the first woman to be ordained by the Broad Run Association. She
received her Minister’s License in Harrison County in 1975 and was a recipient of the
Salem Business and Professional Women’s Club 1985 Salem Woman of the Year. Mrs.
Simmons was dedicated to the ministry of God and to the churches she served and was
influential in guiding several into the pastor ministry, fulfilling their calling to God.

Funeral service will be held on Friday, December 10, 2010 at 1:00 PM in the Harbert
Funeral Home, 287 W. Main St., Salem with Pastor John Hayes and Clinton Adams
presiding. Interment will follow in the Wyatt I.O.O.F Cemetery, Wyatt. The family will
receive friends in the funeral home chapel on Thursday December 9, 2010 from 2-8 PM
and after 9AM on Friday until time of service.
In lieu of flowers memorial contributions may be made to People’s Hospice P. O. Box 1170
Bridgeport, WV 26330. On line condolences may be offered to the family at www.harbertfu
neralhome.com. Harbert Funeral Home is privileged to serve the Simmons family.

Comments

“

Rev. Simmons married us way back in 1995. We have lived overseas for the last 12
years, and we were planning to visit Salem for the first time in many years where my
mom was recently buried. We had hoped to visit Rev. Simmons to introduce her to
our children. She really touched us with her compassion and her faith, and we speak
of her often. We are so sorry to hear this special woman is no longer gracing the
earth with her warmth and love. We hope her family and friends are comforted in
knowing how deeply she touched many people throughout her wonderful life.

Cheryl and Ken Ohashi - June 28, 2013 at 10:37 AM

“

It was an honor to know Rev. Simmons and call her my friend. My thoughts and
prayers are with her family.

Brandon Full - December 09, 2010 at 07:22 PM

“

What a big loss to all of us. Mrs. Simmons was a big part of our lives. My husband
and I were the first couple she married. She was a part of our family. She was always
there for us. Weddings, funerals or illness. She cared about everyone. She had a big
heart. We will miss her very much. I am sure she will be one of the first there to meet
us when we arrive in heaven.

Cathy Lattea Richardson - December 08, 2010 at 08:44 PM

“

Mrs. Simmons was such a wonderful person and an inspiration to all who knew her.
She served the members of her church and the people of her community faithfully
and unselfishly. She was present whether it was a wedding celebration, funeral
service, or family illness or crisis. She will be missed by many. Her shoes cannot be
filled in the Salem area. We loved her and are comforted in knowing she is in a better
place and we'll meet again.

Brenda Lattea Donegan - December 08, 2010 at 02:04 PM

“

My heart was saddened when I heard of Rev. Simmons passing this morning. She
has and always will be a big part of our family. She has been a blessing to all she
has meet and will be deeply missed.

Bernadine Chipps Woolum - December 07, 2010 at 03:15 PM

